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Emunah is acquired by contemplating creation and also yetziat
Mitzrayim. The latter is a more accessible approach.
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"He called to Moshe, and Hashem spoke to him from Ohel Mo'ed..."
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One should carefully consider
that it should have stated, 'n Xp»
BN 927 nwn YR, "Hashem called to
Moshe and spoke to him," rather
than "He (Hashem) called to Moshe,
and Hashem spoke to him..." The
order of this pasuk is difficult, because
"Hashem" is written in the middle of
the sentence, and not at the beginning.

niNY MDD OPRYW R PIRTY W TN
12WnT Yy Ty Y (MY 1 mnw) piopa

X7 N2 92w 12 1777 man W) ond
/DiPyon 903
Furthermore, we should precisely
consider that Sefer Shemot
(40:38) concludes with the pasuk,
"Hashem's cloud was upon the
Mishkan during the daytime and a
fire was upon it at nighttime before
the eyes of the entire Jewish nation
throughout their travels."
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A careful look at the words
"throughout their travels," implies

that Hashem's cloud was on the
Mishkan when they traveled as well.
However, this is difficult, because it is
written (in Shemot 40:36) "When
the cloud ascended from upon
the Mishkan, the B'nei Yisrael
traveled." This means that the cloud
was parked upon the Mishkan
solely when they encamped, and
not when they traveled! In light of
this, how can we understand the words
"throughout their travels?"
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We can answer these questions
with a mussar approach:

Emunah is acquired by contemplating
creation, or yetziat Mitzrayim.
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It is written (Bereishit 1:16)

"Hashem made two luminaries...
the great light to dominate the day
and the small light to dominate the
night..."
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There are two "lights" in our
service of Hashem thatis accomplished
the contemplation the

greatness. There are
two primary aspects to
when one desires to acquire emunah
and to recognize Hashem. (These
contemplations are called "light"

because when one thinks about these,

through
Creator's
consider

one becomes connected with the

spiritual light of these concepts.)
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The first is to contemplate the
creation of the world, which was
created from nothing, and that
Hashem continues to create the
world and gives it life every moment
without any interruption.
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The second light is to think about
yetziat Mitzrayim and its lessons;
that the Creator turned over the
rules of nature to save the Jewish

people, and that He rules over
everything.
The spiritual light of yetziat

Mitzrayim is called a small light in
comparison to the bright, great light
of Creation. Looking at a bright light
can be blinding. Although everyone
can acquire emunah by thinking
about yetziat Mitzrayim, only the
Jewish nation can acquire emunah by
contemplating Creation.
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The first approach, which is to
contemplate Creation, is called
Shabbat since Shabbat commemorates
Creation. That is "7 mxnn, "the great
luminary." The light that shines from

this contemplation is extremely bright.
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Due to the fact that this aspect
is hidden in the sense that it is
concealed from one's eyes and not
apparent to everyone, thus causing
heretics who close their eyes from
seeing the great and holy light to
lack belief, it is called the trait of
o', which refers to oo, concealed.
Not everyone can recognize Hashem
by thinking about Creation. As the
Bat Ayin will explain, the light of this
contemplation (that Hashem created
the world ex nihilo) is extremely bright
and can be blinding. It is possible that
one will not acquire emunah as a result
of thinking about it.
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The second light of the exodus
from Egypt, which is the smaller
light "that dominates the night," is
apparent to everyone.
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This is like the pasuk states
(Shemot 15:14-16) "The nations
heard and trembled... a great fear
grasped them..." since everyone,
even the nations, saw that Hashem
has the ability to change the
rules of nature. The light of yetziat
Mitzrayim is less bright and, therefore,
more accessible to people. Therefore,
through the contemplation of yetziat

Mitzrayim, they can attain emunah.
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Being that it is a smaller light,

everyone is able to look at it,

and perceive emunah through this
contemplation.
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This characteristic of the "small
light" is called the letter 1”v because
it is apparent to eyes (v) of all.
Since it is a type of emunah that is
perceived by everyone, it is called v,
which means an eye.
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This can be compared to the
moon, for since its intensity of light
is small, everyone can closely look
at it. Yet, regarding the sun, which
has a great light that is very intense,
one is unable to gaze upon it with
ease and would possibly become
blind if he closely looked at it.

12 Yy TiND YiT3 XYW Yy, Nawa 1iNa 1)
12 99MDiY 0¥ PRI NIMING PX

The same applies to the light
of Shabbat, which is the light of
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Creation. Since this light is very
great, the nations of the world and
the heretics are not able to look at
it. See Sanhedrin 58b, which explains
that the nations of the world are
prohibited from observing Shabbat.
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Only those who have a refined
vision, each person according to
his level, can gaze upon Shabbat.
The Jewish people, who have a
heightened sensitivity and refined
spiritual perception, can properly
contemplate the wonders of creation,
each person according to his level, and
attain emunah from its great light.
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The smaller light is the attribute
of Pesach, which commemorates
the exodus from Egypt. Since this
intensity of light is smaller, even the
nations of the world looked at it,
and became very frightened as they
recognized Hashem's presence and
involvement in the world.

Thinking about Creation is called *n,
while thinking about yetziat Mitzrayim

is called mn.
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Shabbat is called °» ("who"), as it
states (Yeshayahu 40:26) "Raise
your eyes and see X X11°n, Who
created this." Therefore, thinking
about creation is called 1.
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m has a 7v in it, the smallest and
almost unnoticed letter, because the
contemplation of creation is like
the small 7"y, which is concealed and
many people can't perceive Hashem
through the contemplation of creation.
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However, the second approach is

called nn (what), with a X1, because

it is more spread out. The letter

X”"n has a roof and two feet, making

it easier to perceive. This represents

yetziat Mitzrayim, which is an emunah
that is easier to grasp.
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This is like that which is found
in the holy Zohar (vol.1, 1b): "The
upper side of heaven... is >’n, and
the lower side of heaven... is 7"n..."
The Zohar is alluding to these
two approaches, the two ways
to recognize Hashem. The higher
approach, which is contemplating
Creation, is *’n, concealed, and not
everyone can perceive it. The lower
approach, contemplating on yetziat
Mitzrayim, symbolized by n"n, is a
notion that everyone can connect to
and from which everyone can derive
their emunah.

The Mishkan represented these two
sources of emunah and influenced the
Jewish people to think about these
matters.
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The Mishkan possessed these two
attributes.
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A great light of emunah was drawn
upon whoever saw the Mishkan,
even when the it was dismantled at
the time of travel. Since the Mishkan
represented both emunah in Creation
and emunah in yetziat Mitzrayim,
those who merely looked at it were
inspired to contemplate these matters
and received the great spiritual light of
emunah that emanates from them. This
was even true if one saw the Mishkan
in its dismantled state when the Jewish
nation traveled to a new location.
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This is the meaning of the pasuk
"Hashem's cloud was over the
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Mishkan by daytime..." "Daytime"
refers to the great, intense light that
illuminates the day which cannot
be perceived by anyone. This is the
notion of contemplating creation and
Shabbat, which is called a "cloud"
in the pasuk because it is concealed
and not everyone can perceive it.
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The pasuk says "A fire was upon it
[the Mishkan] at nighttime." This
alludes to the contemplation of the
smaller light of yetziat Mitzrayim
and Pesach, which everyone is
able to look at. It is called fire
because, just as fire is revealed,
this contemplation is revealed and
everyone is able to acquire emunah
from it. It is referred to as v, as we
explained, because one can see this
emunah with his yy, eyes. The night
has a lower degree of light than the
day. Therefore, the pillar of fire that
illuminated the night, represented
the less intense light of the emunah
derived from yetziat Mitzrayim.
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These two approaches were »y
o8N 95, "before the eyes of the
entire Jewish nation," because
they were all constantly looking at
[contemplating] these two matters.
The Mishkan, which represented these
two thoughts, influenced the Jewish
nation to constantly consider how
Hashem created the world ex nihilo,
and also took us out of Egypt, which
demonstrated that Hashem rules over
the world and nature.

These contemplations sanctified the
Jewish nation and protected them in
the desert.
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With this strength of emunah
gained from seeing the Mishkan, they
traveled through omvon Y1, "all
of their journeys," in the desert
inhabited by serpents, snakes, and
scorpions, but were not harmed
at all since they attained great
sanctity and attachment to Hashem
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as a result of attaining these beliefs.
This is why the pasuk states that
Hashem's cloud or a pillar of fire was
upon the Mishkan throughout all of
their travels, even when the mishkan
was not physically assembled during
the actual journey from one location
to another location. Throughout their
travels, whether they were encamped
or were traveling, the Jewish nation
received the great light of emunah
through gazing upon the mishkan
and contemplating the creation of the
world and the exodus from Egypt.
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These two approaches are
hinted to by the word ovon, their
travels, because the contemplation
of Creation is called », and ©', as
stated above. The second approach
of contemplating Pesach, and the
miracles of yetziat Mitzrayim, is
called 7"n and v'. All of these letters
spell omyvon. Therefore, the word
oPyon actually hints to the emunah

that one receives when contemplating
the creation of the world, as well as
the emunah that one receives when
contemplating yetziat Mitzrayim.

Moshe contemplated creation and
on yetziat Mitzrayim
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Therefore, the pasuk writes YX XIp»
nwn, "He [Hashem] called Moshe,"
and X7 is written with a small x'.
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"Calling" means to draw down
and to have deveikut, connection.
The pasuk is saying that Moshe
became connected to the small X',
which alludes to Shabbat and the
concept of creation, since Creation
began with the letter x'. (See Toldot
Yaakov Yosef in his discourse for the
beginning of Parashat Bereishit, where
the concept of creation beginning with
the letter ' is discussed.) nwn YR X7,
therefore, means that Moshe became
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united with the holy light of Creation,
represented by the letterx'.
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Due to this attribute of emunah
that comes from connecting to the
light of creation, the characteristic
of humility is drawn down. This is
like Chazal say (Sanhedrin 38a),
"Adam was created on Friday [during
the sixth day of Creation]. Why? If he
becomes haughty he will be told 'Even
the gnat preceded you in the order
of creation.'"" The order of creation

can be used as a tool for instilling
humility in people if they become
haughty.
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Therefore, the letter X', which is
the first letter of Creation, is small,
denoting humility. The small letter X'
alludes to Moshe achieving this level
of humility through connecting to the
emunah of creation since creation
began with the letter x'.
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Afterwards the pasuk says, 'n 717
nwn Y%, "Hashem spoke to Moshe."
This hints to the second approach,
that Moshe meditated upon yetziat
Mitzrayim, which is revealed, and
represented by the power of speech,
which is heard by all and apparent
to everyone. Such emunah is derived
from a more apparent and easier to
understand source, like the loud
sound of Pesach and unlike the
subtle and less apparent source of
emunah that is creation. Rather, the
second approach to attaining emunah
is only through a great and revealed
event. The order of the pasuk is "'And
He called to Moshe and Hashem said to
him..." The word X7, "And He called,"
which has a small letter X', represents
the concept that Moshe achieved
emunah through contemplating the

creation of the world. Afterward,
the expression "X 0 971™, "And
Hashem spoke to him," represents

the concept that Moshe achieved
emunah through contemplating yetziat
Mitzrayim.  The former source of
emunah is subtle and less apparent.
Therefore, many people cannot derive
emunah from contemplating the
creation of the universe. The second
source of emunah is the open and
revealed yetziat Mitzrayim, which
is more readily accessible to human
perception. Moshe was attached to
emunah through meditating upon both
of these ideas.
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May Hashem's light become

revealed before all. Amen, so may
it be His will.

Summary: To attain emunah, one can contemplate on creation,
which was created ex nihilo, or can meditate on yetziat Mitzrayim.
The former represents Hashem's creation of all, while the latter
demonstrates Hashem's dominion over all.

There is a great holiness in these contemplations, which sanctify
the person who thinks about them and brings him to deveikut.
Consequently, this holiness protects him from harm, as the Jewish
nation was protected from snakes and scorpions in the desert
when they contemplated these notions.

Shabbat, which

commemorates

the creation of the world,

represents emunah gained from contemplation of creation, while
Pesach represents emunah attained from contemplation of yetziat

Mitzrayim.
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The contemplation of creation is called “the great Iluminary”
and the contemplation on yetziat Mitzrayim is called “the small
luminary”” The first source of emunah, the ‘"great Iluminary,"
is difficult for many to perceive and can be blinding when
one tries to focus upon it. Therefore, the Jewish nation is
uniquely equipped to achieve emunah from contemplating
creation, but the nations of the world have difficulty doing
so. However, all people are able to look at the smaller light
of yetziat Mitzrayim and recognize Hashem. Therefore, when the
Jewish people left Mitzrayim, all nations trembled with fear. This
demonstrated that they were able to attain this light and emunah.
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